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‘Accepting the Gift’ Conference Helps Struggling Parents Nationwide 
First Conference of It’s Kind Provides Education and Support to Catholic Parents Raising 

Children With Special Needs 
 

Berlin, NJ: When Kelly Mantoan, a Catholic mom of five, two with the rare neuromuscular 
disorder Spinal Muscular Atrophy, searched for a conference designed to help Catholic parents 
like her, and found none, she decided to start her own.  
 
She reached out to friends and local experts and created a line up of speakers designed to 
uplift, inspire and educate Catholic parents raising special needs children. Keynote speaker 
Mary Lenaburg of the Arlington, VA diocese, and author of the forthcoming book ‘Be Brave in 
the Scared’ from Ave Maria Press, will talk about learning to trust God and accept His plan. 
David Rizzo, author of many books designed to equip Catholic parents to education their special 
needs children, including ‘Spiritually Able’ published by Loyola and co-authored with his wife 
Mercedes, will speak on catechesis for special needs children. A panel featuring Camden, NJ 
diocesan chancellor Rev. James Bartoloma and the National Catholic Bioethics Center will 
tackle difficult questions regarding Mass inclusion and accessibility, Sacramental preparation, 
family planning, and tricky medical questions often outside the scope of the local parish priest. 
Mantoan herself will speak on how to prevent caregiver burnout, physically and spiritually, 
when raising a child with special needs can seem overwhelming.  
 
 In addition to the talks, a continental breakfast and lunch will be provided. Mass, Confession 
and Adoration will also be available to attendees. Knowing that caregiving duties, or distance, 
may prevent some parents from attending, Mantoan worked with her parish AV staff and her 
software engineer husband Tony to make sure all the talks could be live-streamed. Those who 
attend online, or in person, will be able to access recordings of all the days talks, plus a library 
of additional talks and resources.  
 
“My Catholic faith has been instrumental in juggling the challenges and joys that come with 
parenting special needs children. While secular online groups can help struggling parents, they 
are no substitute for taking a day to recharge and connect in person with fellow Catholic 
parents, priests, and experts who provide a level of compassion and understanding not found 
anywhere else. The time was now for a Catholic conference to fill this void,” said Mantoan. 
 
‘Accepting the Gift’ is the first conference organized by Catholic Parents of Special Needs Children 
Conference LLC. It will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at Mater Ecclesiae Roman Catholic Church, 
261 Cross Keys Rd, Berlin NJ from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets are available for purchase through the 
conference website: cpsncc.org. Interested parents can attend in person, or watch the talks streamed 
online.  
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